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In Memoriam of * Marine William J. Berger, Jr. * 11May 2018

May * June Event Flashback

Memorial Day Ceremony, Latrobe Memorial Park
*Baltimore Det. assisted by Navy Cadets * 28 May
MCL Dept. of Maryland Convention,
Ocean City 11-13 May

MCL Mid East Division Conference
Turf Valley, Ellicott City, MD 15-17 June

Gold Star Families Memorial Monument Ceremony,
Lighthouse Park, Havre de Grace, MD 17 June

Sr. Vice Commandant’s Message

Commandant’s Message
Greetings,

Greetings,

Many thanks to the Marine Corps League Family for their
attendance and participation in our most recent memorial
service for Detachment Marines who were called by the
Supreme Commandant. We are always saddened when we
commit a dedicated member and friend to eternal rest and it
leaves a hollow place in our hearts; our deepest sympathy to
the families of our departed.

It has been a busy two months starting with the
Dept Convention in Ocean City in May. We had a
nice turn out and the detachment was well
represented, but we still more attendance by
members of this detachment. There were some
interesting speakers and information passed on. At
this convention I was elected and installed as the
Department Sr. Vice Commandant, I am hoping this
will allow information and events at the State level
to be passed on to the detachment in a timelier
manner.

Also, we attended the Awards Ceremony at Parkville High
School and presented the “Outstanding Cadet Award“ to
Michael Duda for his achievements in the MCJROTC
Program. It was inspiring to see so many young people, our
future leaders who achieved, learned and earned so much as
they prepare to enter the next important stage of their young
lives and we congratulate them on their accomplishments.
“Thank You” to the Navy Cadets, Marine Corps League
Auxiliary, Associate Members and Marines who attended our
Memorial Remembrance of those who made the ultimate
sacrifice; “All Gave Some and Some Gave All.”
th

In June, we attended the graduation of the 8 Grade
th
Students and a Cookout for the 5 Grade Students to present
awards to the top three (3) students in each class. .
During June we also attended a Court of Honor for Eagle
Scouts Wesley Deveau and Paul Mouring to present them
with the MCL Good Citizenship Award.
On Sunday June 17, I along with Milt Hazard, Gloria Jackson,
Stuart and Bernadine Blair attended the Gold Star Families
Memorial Monument Dedication Ceremony at Havre de
Grace, MD.

During this past month I along with the Cmdt.
Marian James and Jr Vice Cmdt. Ray Vaighn
attended two Eagle Scout Court of Honor
Ceremonies. We presented Good Citizen Awards
to Paul Mouring of Troop #927 and Wesley Deveau
of Troop #97 both young men were well deserved
of this honor.
Along with the Commandant Marian James, Jack
Colleran, Dick Lantz and Ray Vaughn, I attended
the 8th Grade graduating ceremony and the
5th grade cookout event at the Francis Scott Key
School. We presented Certificates and cash
awards to the top three students in each grade. The
8th graders were Russell Young, Anastasia Glass,
and Coumba Ndiaye. The 5th graders were Stella
Baker, Darnell Ranson and Melinda Schutsky. They
all deserve a hearty congratulation and
encouragement to keep up the good work.

This is the start of a new administration and it is our hope that
we will have the support of our membership; that they will
work together to support and enhance our programs. We
also want to make our presence known in the community; we
want to continue teaching and working with our youth the
Navy Cadets. It is also hoped that we will provide support the
Hamilton Young Marines and that their Unit Commander will
make a presentation at our June meeting.

This month also had the Dept. of Pa. MCL Pistol
Match held at Indiantown Gap Pa. I can’t say that
the team, Ray Vaughn (Captain), James Brown and
I set any records, but we did have an enjoyable
time firing and conversing with members from
detachments from PA., MD., NJ, and NY. Our team
Captain will be giving more information on the
results from the match.

It is our intention to promote harmony and cohesiveness and
present programs that will enhance our treasury so that we
can continue to support our programs. Remember, we also
hope that you will attend our meetings because your
presence is requested; we are also looking for participants to
compete on the detachment’s pistol and rifle team. We look
forward to seeing you at our next meeting on July 27 2018 at
7:30 p.m.

As of this writing I will be attending the Mid East
Division Conference, being held here in Maryland
at the Turf Valley Resort. I hope to see a good
representation from our detachment, and will be
passing on any pertained information in the next
Gung Ho.

Respectfully submitted,
Marian C. James
Commandant

Be Safe and Enjoy the coming summer months.
S/F
Earl Ruff Jr
SVC
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Chaplain’s Corner

Jr. Vice Commandant Message

Independence Day Prayer

Greeting Marines,

Gracious Lord, we thank you for the guidance that
you have given our nation from its formation to the
present. We are grateful for the many freedoms that
we enjoy. We pray for the families of the men and
women who have died in service of our country and
ask that you grant to them your Spirit of Comfort and
Peace. Watch over them and bless them.

Firearms are in the news a lot lately, which makes
recruiting for our pistol and rifle teams a bit harder.
Many don't want to be associated with the sport due to
negative press but for us Marines, we avoid the dirty
"W" word. (weapon). We only use our guns, for good,
to throw small bits of metal, great distances and punch
holes, in paper, for bragging rights and shiny medals.
Others may choose not to deal with the rising price of
firearms and ammo. Still, I use the Detachment Pistol
and Rifle Team, as a recruiting tool. It was the honey
that drew me into the Marine Corps League. I dangle
that carrot. We have always been legendary
marksmen and the safest, most responsible shooters
in the whole, big, wide world. No, in the galaxy, the
Universe even, therefore, we shoot. Our Detachment
has always represented that sector of former/current
Marine.

Lord in your Mercy. Hear our Prayer.
We celebrate our independence in many different
ways and yet as one nation. In our joy, we give
thanks to you, Lord, for your guidance and love. Help
us to become a nation of peace and hope for others.
Lord in your Mercy. Hear our Prayer.
We lift up to you our men and women in the military
and ask that you grant to them your Spirit of wisdom,
keep them safe in dangerous duty and protect them
from the evils of this world as they seek to protect us.

Basically, all recruiting is dangling a carrot, to gain
new members, representing their need, for one thing,
or another. We look to satisfy a need or a sector of
service that our contacts need to fulfill. It is not that
complicated, not rocket science. It is equivalent to
making shoes that fit a certain person and something
we can all do. I attended an Eagle Scout Court of
Honor, a few actually, in early June. At one of those
events, 3 of Detachment Officers were introduced to a
young Marine Corps Family, Mom and Dad, both
former Marines, young son fascinated by uniforms,
Boy Scout, MCL, any uniform, the young man would
love our museum. I noticed active recruiting from all 3
of us but it took 3 different routes. I, with the pistol and
rifle team carrot. Another of us, pushing buttons that
there are many female members active in the League.
The final approach was "come on out and participate"
in the various public services we perform in the
community. At the very least, we all made sure that
the whole family was invited, welcomed and expected,
at our next Detachment meeting. Did it work? Will
Poppa Bear, Momma Bear, Baby Bear find us "just
right"? Stay tuned for the answer. We won't know until
that next meeting but at least, we tried. That's what we
do. It's our constant mission. Please keep that thought
throughout the summer and hopefully grow our
Detachment.

Lord in your Mercy. Hear our Prayer.
Semper Fi Prayer Circle

In Memoriam
Blessings and prayer goes out to the family of
Marine William J. Berger, Jr. who was called by the
Supreme Commandant on 11 May 2018.

Sick / Distressed
Prayers go to those on our “Sick and Distress
Will Priest, Bobbie Hawkins, Bill Wheeler, Roos
Nippard, Jreierry Brown and wife Cass, Frank
Rucci, Carol Shea, Diamond Kimos, Joe
Humberson, and Vince Cerniglia.

Keep the above named in your prayers
If you know of anyone sick or in distress, please
call me, if I'm not there, leave a message.
Cell 410-215-4880

As always be faithful with God’s blessing on all
military and their families
Alex Radzius
Chaplain

Semper Fi.
Ray Vaughn
Jr. Vice Commandant
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Auxiliary

Military Order of the Devil Dogs
The Fun and Honor Society
of the Marine Corps League

Reaching Further . . .
. . . Touching More

Woof woof,

Greetings,

The Pack Grand Growl was held on 11 May where we
advanced six Pups (two were from Pound 204) to Devil Dog
and one mongrel to Pup. We also coerced the Junior Past
Chief Devil Dog C. O. Smith to become a life member of
Pound 204. What a catch!

At our May meeting we discussed our activities for
the coming year. These included Toys for Tots,
Providing a Christmas tree for the Festival of Lights
for the Kennedy Krieger Institute, retiring the flag
project, contributing items for the basket raffle at
the state convention, holiday dinners for needy
marine families and contributing funds and items
for our little angel program. Hopefully we will be
able to accomplish our goals.

Pound 204 has six Devil Dogs planning on advancing to PDD
in August in Buffalo, New York. They will then have their first
opportunity to attend the Supreme Growl on Wednesday 15
August. For the most fun during the initiation, I urge those
DDs to arrive prior to 1700 Sunday, check in, and start having
fun. It only lasts for two and a half days, then no more
harassment.
All annual-dues paying members’ dues expire on 31 August.
It is not too early to send 15 big bones to your friendly Dog
Robber to get ahead of the rush.
The next Pack Growl will be held in conjunction with the
Department of Maryland meeting on 25 August, probably in
Salisbury.
The next Pound Growl will be on Sunday, 26 August at our
Dog House at VFW Post 160, Glen Burnie. If you haven’t
forwarded your dues by then, have 15 extra big bones handy.

Remember: It is an honor to be a Devil Dog
Woof woof,
PDD Paul Taylor
Dog Robber

On June 15th &16th several of our members
attended the Mid East Division conference at Turf
Valley in Ellicott City. At the auxiliary meeting we
discussed our federal and state tax ways of
reporting. According to what was discussed our
unit is in compliance with all regulations. We are
required to change our fiscal year from January to
December to July to August. This is in compliance
with National’s fiscal year for federal taxes. We also
discussed recruiting new members to our units.
Being seen and active in the community was
suggested as a good way to recruit new members.
Also different units discussed activities that they
used to raise funds. We discussed our cookbook
as a way of raising funds.
We are happy to announce that Anita Ullery has
agreed to be our chaplain. Please let her know of
any members who are sick. You can address any
mail to her at the League’s address: 1426 East Fort
Ave. Baltimore MD 21230.

l

Hope to see our members at the next meeting,

God bless America,
Joan Hansen,
President
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Judge Advocate

Detachment Home Dispatch

Members,

Detachment Home Maintenance
.Many thanks to Milt Hazzard & Ernie Disney for all
the repairs they are doing to the building. They
have replaced the drain hose to the down spout
next store, after cleaning half the yard so they could
see were to run the hose. This is to prevent the
rainwater next store from coming into our main hall.
Earl Ruff has been helping Chuck with getting this
straightens up ALSO THEY HAVE GOTTON RIDE
OF ALL THE OLD CHAIRS. Chuck Hilton has been
handling the hall rentals and getting support from
others where need. Diamond has been keeping up
the supplies for the building. Dick Lantz has been
helping me with mail, keeping the bank statements
up to date. The few have been accomplishing a lot.
AGAIN IT WOULD BE NICE FOR SOME OF YOU
WHO ARE ABLE TO GIVE A COUPLE HOURS A
MONTH TO HELP TAKE CARE OF YOUR HOME.

At the meeting in May, the JA proposed an
amendment to the by-laws of Chapter 10, Sub
section 1010,
Sub para b. In accordance with the current bylaws of
Detachment 565, here is the existing bylaw and
Proposed bylaw. The proposed bylaw will add the
Marine Corps Flag and the Navy Flag. The proposed
by law will be voted on at the meeting in July.
Please be in attendance at the meeting.
Below is the current bylaw and proposed bylaw
change in black
ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURES
CHAPTER TEN
MISCELLANEOUS

Baltimore Detachment Hall Rental
The hall rental is our main source of income for the
Detachment Home. Keep promoting the hall rental.
Information call Diamond Kimos @ 443-627-3487
or Chuck Hilton @ 410-294-9135

SECTION 1010 - RESPECT
b. The National Flag of the United States of America,
the Marine Corps League Banner, and the
Detachment Charter, or facsimile thereof, will be
properly displayed at all meetings of the detachment.

Members Birthdays

b. The National flag of the United States of America,
the Marine Corps Flag, the United States Navy Flag,
the Marine Corps League Banner and the Detachment
Charter, or facsimile thereof, will be properly displayed
at all meetings of the detachment.

We would like to wish the following Marines a
“HAPPY BIRTHDAY” and many more:
JULY – BIRTHDAYS CELEBRATIONS
Charles O. Lahatte, Jack C. Colleran, Joseph E.
Humberson, Jr., Norman M. Pepersack, Jr., Walter
S. Cwik, Michael Gordon, Jr., George P. Adams,
Don B. Reier, Robert R. Scott, Sr., Edward C.
Mattson, Jr., Robert R. Stabb, William J. Berger,
Jr., William P. Marsich, Charles W. Hilton, Jr.,
Alfonso V. Cahill, Gerald D. Wilson, Jr., Frederick
M. Kellner, III and Zachary D. Slafkosky.

S/F
Howard Koontz
Judge Advocate

AUGUST – BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS
Jessie L. Santmyer, Hugh H. Mills, Jr., Wayne C.
Yealdhall, Frank Rucci, Jr., Martin M. Lynch,
Diamond G. Kimos, Loy L. O’Berry, Vernon L.
Shiflett, Byron E. Milam, Audie B. Gamble and
Steven M. Sarmiento
Marines, if you had a birthday this month and your
name did not appear, please let me know.
Stuart Blair, 410-665-6440,
Email: thistleman@verizon.net
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Marine Corps History
Question of the Month

Detachment Programs

In each month’s “GUNG HO” we will feature a question
about U.S. Marine Corps history. The question will test your
knowledge of well known facts of Marine Corps.

Detachment General Fund
Pick Three Lottery Calendar Fundraiser

The answer to each question will be published in the
following month’s issue.

The proceeds from this are used for detachment
general expenses, assistance to a detachment Marine
or family member in need and the Baltimore Green
St.VA Medical Center Project

Answer to May / June Question
th
WW I, 1918, who commanded the U.S. Marines 5
Brigade during the Battle of Château-Thierry and
the Battle of Belleau Wood ?

The monthly winners for April 2018:

Lt. General James Harbord
04/02
04/03
04/04
04/05
04/07
04/13
04/14
04/15
04/17
04/19
sale.
04/20
04/23
04/24
04/30

Marian C. James
#429 $25.00
Grecia Hilton
#824 $25.00
Jim Zito
#658 $25.00
Joe Cristy
#001 $25.00
Matthew Stewart
#465 $25.00
Joseph Schimmer
#119 $25.00
Earl Ruff, Jr.
#157 $25.00
John Cook
#875 $25.00
Patricia Stauffer
#589 $25.00
Received from Marian James $20.00 for ticket
Katie Cortina
Michael J. Ratajczak,Jr.
Jim Sandoz
John Cooper

#906
#319
#301
#262

July / August Question

July 1993 a Navy ship was decommissioned after
over 30 years of service in a ceremony at Norfolk
Naval Base, Virginia. The ship was named for the
World War II battle during which three Marine
divisions ousted 20,000 entrenched Japanese
troops. This ship was commissioned 26 August
1961, and it was the first ship specifically designed
as an amphibious assault ship from the keel up.
What was the name of the ship ?

$25.00
$25.00
$25.00
$25.00

a) USS Saipan
b) USS Iwo Jima
c) USS Tarawa
d) USS Bataan

The monthly winner for May:
05/13 Peggy Carroll
05/15 Michael J. Ratajczak, Jr.
05/26 Robert Gillespie
05/27 Bill Ellwood
05/31 Charlie Puckett

History’s Timeline

#224 $50.00
Mother's Day
#310 $25.00
#717 $25.00
#047 $25.00
#950 $25.00

July 9, 1868 - The 14th Amendment to the U.S.
Constitution was ratified. The Amendment defined U.S.
citizenship and prohibited individual States from
abridging the rights of any American citizen without due
process and equal protection under the law. The
Amendment also barred individuals involved in rebellion
against the U.S. from holding public office.

Balance in the fund at the end of May 2018 is
$4,180.00.

July 27, 1953 - The Korean War ended with the

Scholarships

signing of an armistice by U.S. and North Korean
delegates at Panmunjom, Korea. The war had lasted just
over three years.

Pocket Calendar Fundraiser
June 11th & 12 Marian James, Earl Ruff, Dick Lantz,
Ray Vaughn and myself awarded the three highest
average 5th & 8th graders Certificates, cash & gift
cards. This year we gave more than we received. So
again if you haven't sent your donation, please do.
Every little bit helps.

August 14, 1935 - President Roosevelt signed the
Social Security Act establishing the system which
guarantees pensions to those who retire at age 65.
The Social Security system also aids states in
providing financial aid to dependent children, the
blind and others, as well as administering a system
of unemployment insurance.
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Noteworthy

MCJROTC Award Program

The Aid & Attendance Pension
The Aid and Attendance (A&A) Pension provides
benefits for veterans and surviving spouses who require
the regular attendance of another person to assist in
eating, bathing, dressing and undressing or taking care
of the needs of nature. It also includes individuals who
are blind or a patient in a nursing home because of
mental or physical incapacity. Assisted care in an
assisting living facility also qualifies.
To qualify for A&A it needs to be established by your
physician that you require daily assistance by others to
meet daily living requirements. There simply needs to
be adequate medical evidence that you cannot function
completely on your own.
Commandant Marian James presents award to
MCJROTC Outstanding Cadet
Parkville High School Awards Ceremony

For more information please go on line
atwww.veteranaid.com or call your local VA office
Howard Koontz
Medical Officer

Pistol Team Competition

Gold Star Mothers Crab Feast Fundraiser
I am reaching out to request the support of my Marine
family again this year for the MD Chapter's Annual
Crab Feast & Bull Roast. It will be held at the same
location, American Legion Post 60, Laurel, MD. See
Attached flyer for more details. Please send out to the
MCL members.
If you are not able to attend please consider
sponsoring a resident(s) of the Maryland Center for
Veterans Education and Training (MCVET) and/or a
Gold Star family member that cannot afford to
purchase a ticket. Last year several friends and a few
VSO members purchased tickets for 25 MCVET
Residents. You will help to bring Joy to the residents
and Gold Star family members. You will receive a
donation thank you letter for tax purposes.

Marines Earl Ruff Jr., James Brown III,
and Ray Vaughn participated in the
2018 MCL Dept. of PA Pistol Match on 9 June
at Fort Indiantown Gap, PA
Our team didn't break any records but represented
the Baltimore Det. well. ,

I have tickets so you do not have to contact the moms
whose names are on the flyer.
If you have any questions please give me a call at
(410) 952-3409.
Thank you in advance for your continued support.
Janice Chance
President and Chaplain
Gold Star Mothers Maryland Chapter, Inc.
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“To observe a Marine is inspirational, to be a Marine is exceptional."

Celebrate our Veterans this Independence Day
The Fourth of July is a special time of year where we celebrate the heroic efforts of our
Veterans and the role they’ve continued to play in making America a free country. On July 4,
1776, the United States claimed its independence from England, which led to the
establishment of the United States. Each year on July 4 th, also known as Independence
Day, Americans celebrate this historic event — in large part because of Veterans. Our
Veterans’ patriotism and willingness to put their life on the line ensures Americans can live a
free and full life. When the sky lights up with fireworks this Fourth, take a moment to reflect
on the men and women who continue to serve this country and celebrate our veterans this
Independence Day!
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